
.
PO BOX 272 

HONOR, MICHIGAN 49640-0272 
www.plattelake.org 

January 2, 2019 
 
 

Dear PLIA Member: 
 
A Happy New Year to you and yours from Platte Lake!  
 
A short summary of what we have been doing for the lake in 2018 and what we will be working on in 
2019. 
 

• The Platte Lake and Platte River Watershed monitoring plan continued in full force in 2018. The 
Benzie Conservation District (BCD) continues to collect triplicate lake and tributary water 
samples.  They also perform water quality measurements at eight depths within the lake and at 
eight upstream tributary locations nominally every two weeks. The BCD also updates and 
maintains the Lake and Watershed database which is on the PLIA website.   A total of 690 
samples were analyzed at the Platte River State Fish Hatchery for phosphorus to measure 
compliance with the Platte Lake phosphorus standard as well as identify potential areas of 
concern within the upstream watershed.   We are proud to say that this program has been 
ongoing since late 1989 and with your direct financial support has been 100% funded by the 
PLIA since 2015!  
 

• Results from the monitoring program over the years detected an increase in Platte River 
phosphorus concentrations that led to an investigation of Section 13 upstream in Homestead 
Township.  It was discovered that the local farmer was depositing phosphorus-containing sludge 
on the field since 2013.  A total of approx. 22,312 lb of phosphorus (P) applied to the field and 
approx. 12,377 lbs P not accounted for by crop uptake/harvesting.  More than enough to 
account for the increased phosphorus that was measured in the river coincident with the 
applications since 2013. 
 
Letters went out to the Governor’s office, meetings were held with the MDNR, MDEQ, BCD, 
Benzie County Road Commission (BCRC), and MDOT.  Upon prompting by the MDEQ, the source 
of the sludge material deposited to the field, Packaging Corporation of America, agreed not to 
use the field in the future.  We will continue monitoring  that stretch of the Platte River and 
report results in database updates which are on the PLIA website. 
 

• To hopefully prevent these harmful events from happening again and at a minimum for the 
BCD/PLIA to be aware of them, an ongoing effort is being made to have the BCD be updated on 
the distribution list for permit related notifications from the MDEQ, MDOT, MDNR, etc.  We 
have had some success, but it appears to be a slow/frustrating process working through the 
State of Michigan bureaucracy.  We will be attempting to work with the new Governor and 
Legislature in 2019.  I must say the MDNR and MDEQ are cooperating.  Our goal is to ultimately 
have the Benzie Conservation District(BCD) be notified of all surface and subsurface discharge 
permits in Benzie County.  These discharges are above and beyond those of the Platte River 

http://www.plattelake.org/


State Fish Hatchery’s impact on the water quality of Platte Lake and the attainment of the Platte 
Lake phosphorus standard.  Be advised the Hatchery is in compliance.  It is the other activities 
within the 192 square mile upstream watershed that are now the problem. 

 
• A swimmers itch survey was conducted in 2018 by Dr. Curtis Blankespoor to determine whether 

or not Platte Lake met the criteria for a Merganser removal permit.  The lake again tested for 
the parasite, but only one merganser brood was found and only three Stagnicolous snails were 
found after an extensive search.  Due to the lack of snails that support the swimmer’s itch 
parasite, we will not be applying for a merganser removal permit.  The study results do not 
appear to support the generally accepted theory of causal factors associated with swimmer’s 
itch.  We are in contact with and reviewing proposals from other experts in the field and 
hopefully will come up with a plan of action for 2019.  Dr. Blankespoor’s report is on the PLIA 
website along with reports from other lakes surveyed in 2018 for your review. 

 

• An aerial drone survey of Platte Lake was completed in an effort to quantify the area of Eurasian 
Milfoil by Dennis Wiand of ZeroGravity.  It was an amazing effort that involved the collection 
and analysis of 130+ gigabytes of data. Dennis detected 57.4 acres of Eurasian Milfoil in 27 sites.  
Platte Lake is approx. 2527 acres. The sites are illustrated in his report which is on the PLIA 
website.  The milfoil is mixed in with native vegetation.  Our next step is to determine what 
plants are present in addition to the milfoil at the identified sites and then repeat the survey in a 
subsequent year to determine whether they are growing in size, stable, etc.  Additionally, we 
will be actively comparing these to other plant surveys from previous years.  In my opinion it is 
presumptuous at this time to consider any type of treatment options.  We have anecdotal 
evidence that some of the identified sites have been stable for 40+ years.  Dennis also noted 
that compared to other lakes he surveyed, Platte Lake milfoil seems to be a lighter gray to off-
white color as opposed to solid green.  Something previous plant surveys noted that is explained 
by marl precipitation, which may be suppressing growth.  More to come! 
 

• As part of an Invasive Species program which includes land based plants such as garlic mustard, 
phragmites, etc.,  we also expect to be active in 2019 participating in the boat washing effort at 
the west end of the lake in an effort to keep new Eurasian Milfoil from other lakes being 
introduced into Platte Lake.  This has been a BCD effort in the past and is also an ordinance in 
Lake and Benzonia Townships.  Volunteers are needed for all invasive species eradication and 
prevention efforts.  Let us know if you are willing to help out. 

 
• We are actively engaged in archiving and centralizing our data, documents, emails, reports, 

court documents, corporate documents. etc., etc. on portable hard drives for each of our board 
members in an effort to make things readily available to be considered in the decision making 
process going forward.   It is so important that we take advantage of lessons learned in the past 
and we make it as easy as possible for those who follow us to continue the effort.  We must 
continue to make the best possible decisions in our future efforts in restoring and preserving 
Platte Lake for future generations.  That is our mission!  That is why we do what we do! 

 
• Bottom line, we have accomplished much in 2018 and have more than a full plate of things to do 

for 2019. PLIA costs for 2018 were $30,500.54!  We still require your financial support and 
whatever time you may be able to donate to Platte Lake. 

 
Thanks, 
 
 
Wilfred Swiecki 
President, PLIA 


